DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA, CHAIRMAN
CURT WELDON, PENNSYLVANIA
JOEL HEFLEY, COLORADO

JIM SAXTON, NEW JERSEY

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK
TERRY EVERETT, ALABAMA
ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND
HOWARD P. “BUCK” McKEON, CALIFORNIA
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

JOHN N. HOSTETTLER, INDIANA
WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA
JIM RYUN, KANSAS

JIM GIBBONS, NEVADA

ROBIN HAYES, NORTH CAROLINA
HEATHER WILSON, NEW MEXICO
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

ROB SIMMONS, CONNECTICUT

JO ANN DAVIS, VIRGINIA

ED SCHROCK, VIRGINIA

W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROLINA
FRANK A. LOBIONDO, NEW JERSEY
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

JEB BRADLEY, NEW HAMPSHIRE
ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TURNER, QHIO

JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA
CANDICE S. MILLER, MICHIGAN
PHIL GINGREY, GEORGIA

MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA

TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA
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ONE HUNDRED EIGHTH CONGRESS

September 29, 2004

Honorable Les Brownlee
Acting Secretary of the Army
1600 Army Pentagon
Washington, DC 20310-1600

Dear Secretary Brownlee:

IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI

JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS

LANE EVANS, ILLINOIS

GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPP}

NE{L ABERCROMBIE, HAWAII
MARTY MEEHAN, MASSACHUSETTS
SILVESTRE REYES, TEXAS

VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

JIM TURNER, TEXAS

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
LORETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA
MIKE McINTYRE, NORTH CAROLINA
CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

ELLEN O. TAUSCHER, CALIFORNIA
ROBERT A. BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA
BARON P. HILL, INDIANA

JOHN B. LARSON, CONNECTICUT
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE

JIM MARSHALL, GEORGIA
KENDRICK B. MEEK, FLORIDA
MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GUAM
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
TIM RYAN, CHIO

ROBERT S. RANGEL, STAFF DIRECTOR

I recently had the honor and privilege to meet with National Guard troops from my home

state of Missouri who were preparing to deploy for Operation Iraqi Freedom.

As you can imagine, the tears of sadness and the heartbreak of separation was on all the
faces of loved ones who have been told that their service member will be leaving their

family, friends and homes in Warrensburg, Missouri for 18 months in order to meet the
military mission in Iraq.

It was extremely difficult for me to explain to these fine patriotic Americans, why their
Army family must face such an extended length of separation, particularly when they

hear that the Marine Corps has been able to meet operational requirements with shorter
lengths of deployments.

I think it is imperative to the soldiers and their families and, frankly, only a matter of
fairness that the Army review its current deployment policy of one year in theatre, and
implement a deployment schedule that is comparable to the Marine Corps. If the Marines
are able to manage their forces on a 7 month rotation policy, than surely the Army should
be able to do so as well.

I appreciate your attention to this matter and hope to hear from you shortly on the efforts
the Army will undertake to address this issue.

Yours Very Truly,

IKE SKELTON

Member of Congress



